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This project will investigate trends in science and technology (S&T) relevant to the 
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) to assess their implications for the future 
operation of the Convention, including potential emerging threats and 
developments that could limit the effective implementation of the convention. The 
project will reach a broad international audience and will support a wider 
discussion between S&T and international security professionals about how to 
address the implications of the revolution in life sciences without unduly impeding 
continued scientific progress.  
 
Approach:  
NAS will collaborate with several international scientific organizations to assess the 
implications of continuing rapid advances in S&T for the future operation of the 
CWC. The project lead will work with the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry (IUPAC) in the design and implementation of an international 
symposium that will bring together subject matter and policy experts from 
academia, industry, and government to consider recent advances in S&T and 
analyze their implications for the CWC. The resulting report, drafted and published 
by IUPAC, will summarize the scientific and technical discussions and provide an 
analysis of these topics to inform deliberations in advance of the 4th CWC Review 
Conference in 2018.  
